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Abstract. Agave temacapulinensis A. Vazquez &
Chazaro (Agavaceae) is described and illustrated

from Jalisco, Mexico. The new species belongs to

Agave L. subg. Agave and is a member of the

Ditepalae group, sensu Gentry. It is related to A.

wocomahi Gentry in terms of its rosette size, solitary

habit in most cases, the smooth texture of the leaves,

the red-tipped dimorphic tepals, and the deep floral

mahi in having light gray, glaucous rosettes (vs. dark

green to glaucous green); short acuminate leaves (vs.

long acuminate); crenate margins (vs. straight to

undulate) with smaller marginal teeth (8-10 mm vs.

10-20 mm); larger panicles (5.5-6.5 m vs. 3-5 m)

with more lateral branches (16 to 18 vs. 8 to 15); and

smaller seeds (5-6 X 3-4 mm vs. 7 X 4.5-5 mm).

Resumen. Una nueva especie, Agave temacapuli-

nensis A. Vazquez & Chazaro (Agavaceae), es

descrita e ilustrada de Jalisco, Mexico. Pertenece a

Agave L. subg. Agave y corresponde al grupo

Ditepalae sensu Gentry. La especie esta relacionada

con A. wocomahi Gentry en terminos de tamano de

roseta, habito no surculoso en la mayorfa de los casos,

textura suave de las hojas, tepalos dimorficos con

puntas rojizas y tubo floral profundo, pero difiere de

esta ultima por poseer rosetas de color glauco-gris

claro (vs. verde oscuro-verde glauco); hojas corta-

mente acuminadas (vs. largamente acuminadas);

margenes crenados (vs. rectos a ondulados); con

dientes mas pequenos (8-10 mm vs. 10-20 mm);

pamculas mas grandes (5.5-6.5 m vs. 3-5 m) con

mas ramas laterales (16 a 18 vs. 8 a 15); y semillas

mas pequenas (5-6 X 3-A mm vs. 7 X 4.5-5 mm).
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Westem Mexico is the richest center of diversity of

the genus Agave L., with 37 species (Vazquez-Garcfa

et ah, 2007). In North America the most species-rich

regions are in Mexico, specifically in the states of

Oaxaca with ca. 30 species (Garcfa-Mendoza, 2004),

Jalisco with 28 species (Vazquez-Garcfa et al., 2007),

and Durango with 27 species (Gonzalez-Elizondo et

al., 2009).

Two species of Agave are native to the Rfo Verde

canyon at the El Zapotillo dam project area, both

from the Canadas de Obregon and Mexticacan

municipalities in the Los Altos region of Jalisco.

Agave angustifolia Haw. is a wide-ranging century

plant from Mexico to Costa Rica, confined to

volcanic, basaltic rocks. The second, an undescribed

species, is confined to calcareous outcrops at the

ecotones between the Juniperus L. forest, thorn forest,

and Taxodium Rich, gallery forest. Initial observa-

tions on the vegetative populations of this unde-

scribed Agave were recorded by Ingeniero Oscar

Valencia at Acasico, Mpio. Mexticacan, in 2009

(Miguel Chazaro, pers. comm.). On 5 May 2010,

flowering specimens collected in the vicinity of

Palmarejo, Mpio. Canadas de Obregon (Vdzquez-

Garcia & Chazaro 9070, IBUG, MEXU), revealed its

medium-sized panicles with dimorphic tepals, allow-
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Leaf texture

* Data from Gonzalez and Galvan (1992).
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